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City of Sedona Loses Lawsuit Challenging Cultural Park Ballot Measure

Sedona, AZ May 6, 2026 - Save Sedona Committee announced today that the Yavapai County
Superior Court ruled in its favor in a lawsuit filed by the City of Sedona challenging the Sedona
Cultural Park Preservation Act (Prop 403). This ruling clears the way for the ballot measure to
proceed to a vote. The ballot measure would preserve the Cultural Park as a Sedona City Park.

The City’s legal challenge was based on the argument that the voter initiative changed the
current zoning of the Park in a manner not allowed under Arizona law. The Court disagreed,
finding that the voter initiative does not alter existing zoning, but instead preserves the zoning
already in place for the property.

More than 1,400 Sedona residents signed petitions to put the Preservation Act on the July ballot,
reflecting significant public interest in preserving the Sedona Cultural Park property for future
generations.

“This ruling confirms what we have maintained from the beginning — the Preservation Act was
drafted to preserve existing zoning protections, not create new zoning,” said Bill Noonan,
Treasurer of the PAC.

The Committee noted that while the City retained outside legal counsel using taxpayer funds to
challenge the initiative, Save Sedona Committee was represented pro bono by the Arizona
Center for Law in the Public Interest, a nonprofit law firm dedicated to protecting the
constitutional rights of Arizonans.

“At its core, this case has always been about whether the residents of Sedona have the right to
vote on an issue of clear public interest,” Noonan said. “We are grateful the Court recognized the
distinction between changing zoning and preserving existing zoning protections already
governing the property.”



The Committee believes the Court’s decision is an important affirmation of the public’s
constitutional right to participate directly in decisions affecting the future of important
community assets and public land.

The Sedona Cultural Park property has long been the subject of community interest, with
residents advocating for preservation of the property and thoughtful long-term stewardship of the
site.

Save Sedona Committee expressed appreciation for the Court’s careful review of the matter and
looks forward to continuing the public conversation surrounding the Sedona Cultural Park
Preservation Act (Prop 403) ahead of the July election.

About Save Sedona Committee

Save Sedona Committee is a community-led organization focused on preserving the existing
protections and long-term vision associated with the Sedona Cultural Park property.



